
 RASHTRIYA GOKUL MISSION
Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM) launched by the Government of India during 2014 is implemented 
with an aim to conserve and develop Bovine population in a focused and scientific manner by giving 
special emphasis on upgradation of indigenous breeds for improving the milk production and 
productivity. The mission combines the erstwhile schemes of National Programme for Bovine 
Breeding, Indigenous Breeds and National Mission on Bovine Productivity.

Objectives
Development and conservation of indigenous breeds;

Breed improvement programme for indigenous breeds so as to improve the genetic makeup and 
increase the stock;

Enhancing milk production and productivity bovine population by increasing disease free high 
genetic merit female population and  check on spread of diseases ; 

Upgrading nondescript ca�le using elite indigenous breeds like Gir, Sahiwal, Rathi, Deoni, Thar-
parkar,  Red Sindhi ;

Distribution of disease free high genetic merit bulls for natural service;

To bring all breedable females under organised breeding through AI or natural service using germ 
plasm of high genetic merits;

To arrange quality Artificial Insemination (AI) services at farmers’ doorstep;

To create e-market portal for bovine germplasm for connecting breeders and farmers;

To increase trade of livestock and livestock products by meeting out sanitary and phyto sanitary 
(SPS) issues; 

To select breeding bulls of high genetic merit at a young age through application of genomics.
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Why conservation of Indigenous breeds is required?

National Gopal Ratna and Kamdhenu Awards for
Indigenous cattle rearers

 airying is practiced by 70 million households with an average herd size of 2 animals per 
 farmer.  India has 299.6 million bovine population out of which 190.9 million are cattle 
 and 108.7 million are buffaloes. Cattle form 14.5% of the world cattle population. Of this, 
80% of cattle are indigenous and Non- descript breeds.

The bovine genetic resource of India is represented by 40 registered indigenous breeds of cattle and 
13 registered buffalo breeds. Indigenous bovine are robust and resilient and are particularly suited 
to the climate and environment of their respective breeding tracts. The milk of indigenous animals 
is high in fat and SNF content.

There are also studies to suggest that the productivity of indigenous breeds will be impacted to a 
much lesser extent than exotic animals due to climate change. However, the number of indigenous 
animals is declining and some breeds like Punganur have become threatened. For this purpose 
RGM has been initiated to promote conservation and development of indigenous breeds.
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In order to motivate farmers for rearing of indigenous breeds and to enhance the production and 
productivity of indigenous breeds, the following awards were instituted under RGM every year.  

There are three National  Gopal Ratna awards (1st, 2nd and 3rd  position) and three National 
Kamdhenu awards respectively for five regions, that  is:  i)  Hill and North Eastern; ii) North; iii) 
South; iv) East and v) West.

Each  award  will  consist   of   a    citation   and   an  incentive of Rs 5,00,000/-, Rs.3,00,00/-and Rs 
1,00,000/-  each respectively for 1st, 2nd and 3rd  position  for every region in the form of a cheque. 
In case of equal scoring the cash incentive component of the award will be shared accordingly.

National Gopal Ratna awards
For farmers maintaining the best herd of Indigenous Breed(s) and practicing 
best management practices.

National Kamdhenu awards
For Best managed Indigenous Herd by Institutions/Trusts/ NGOs/ Gaushalas 
or best managed Breeders’ Societies.
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Outlay of RGM
The mission has been initiated with the allocation of Rs.2025 crore. The scheme is implemented 
with a view to integrate milk production and dairying activities in a scientific and holistic manner, 
so as to attain higher levels of milk production and productivity, to meet the increasing demand for 
milk in the country.

Salient activities covered under the mission are

Pashu  Sanjivni: An Animal Wellness Programme encompassing provision of Animal 
Health cards (‘Nakul Swasthya Patra’) along with UID identification and uploading data 
on National Data Base;

Advanced Reproductive Technology: Including Assisted Reproductive Technique- 
In-vitro Fertilization (IVF)/Multiple Ovulation Embryo Transfer  (MOET) and sex 
sorted semen technique to improve availability of disease free female bovines; 

Creation of “E-Pashu Haat”- Nakul Prajnan Bazaar: An e-market portal for bovine 
germplasm for connecting breeders and farmers and 

National Bovine Genomic Centre for Indigenous breeds (NBGCIB)-Establishment of 
National level genomic centre for indigenous Breeds.
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epashuhaat.gov.in

Homepage of e-Pashu Haat – Nakul Prajnan Bazaar (as on December 4, 2017)



Expected Outcomes

Availability of disease free germplasm with known genetic merit;

Control on spread of animal diseases;

Scientific management of animals;

Enhanced production and productivity;

Improvement in quality of livestock & livestock products ;

Increase in trade of livestock and livestock products by meeting out SPS issues;

Propagation of quality controlled germplasm;

Reduced stress on resource availability with farmers thro  application of sex 
sorting technology;

Maintenance of identification and traceability of germplasm; 

Price evaluation available to buyer;

One stop portal for bovine breeders ;

No involvement of middlemen in sale and purchase of animals; 

Genomic information will be useful in parentage testing, genetic disorders, 
breed classification; disease screening and identification gut microflora / 
methane  emission reduction. 

Achievements till date 11.11.2017

Funds released for strengthening of 31 bull mother farms of indigenous bovine 
breeds including Mithuns and Yak.  Funds have been released to Nagaland for 
establishment of Gokul grams for Mithuns

19890 bull calves have been procured for natural service

550 bulls for A.I have been procured and inducted at the semen stations for 
semen production.

78000 farmer orientation programmes have been organized across the country

665 bulk storage and distribution systems have been procured

2528 professionals have been trained

32 training centres have been strengthened/ established across the country..
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  ational Kamdhenu Breeding Centres (NKBC) - A Nucleus Herd of  Indigenous 
  Bovine Breeds are conserved and developed with the aim of enhancing their 
  productivity and upgrading genetic merit. The centre, besides being a repository 
  of indigenous germplasm, will also be a source of Certified Genetics in the 
Country. Elite certified germplasm - in the form of bulls for artificial insemination and natural 
service, heifers, male and female calves, semen doses and embryos-will be made available to 
Farmers, Breeders, Breeding Institutes and Trusts maintaining Indigenous Breeds. 

 Under this plan, two NKBC’s are being established, one in northern region- Kiratpur, 
Itarsi, Madhya Pradesh and other in southern region-Chintaladevi, Nellore district of Andhra 
Pradesh with an allocation of Rs.25 crore per centre on 100% grant-in-aid for core activities of the 
project.
 
 At NKBC, Andhra Pradesh, Cattle breeds such as Deoni, Gir, Kankrej, Red Sindhi, 
Sahiwal, Rathi, Tharparkar, Punganur, Ongole, Krishna Valley, Malnad Gidda, Kangeyam and 
Buffalo breeds that include  Pandharpuri, Jaffarabadi, Banni, Mehsana and  Murrah are maintained.

5 Regional training centres have been established.

20,57,000 female cattle covered through A.I. have been identified with UID.

120000 calves born through A.I have been identified with UID.

391 Indigenous breed embryos have been transferred under mass Embryo 
transfer progamme 

27 calf rallies have been organized

To promote rearing of indigenous breeds, National Kamdhenu and Gopal Ratna 
awards were distributed to 22 farmers/ organizations.

Funds released for establishment of Field Performance Recording Programme 
(FPRP) for 1,50,000  indigenous animals.

Funds released under the scheme for establishment of 14 Gokul Grams in the 9 
States namely Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh
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National Kamdhenu Breeding Centre
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Breeds maintained at NKBC, Andhra Pradesh



State Wise funds released under the mission as on 11th November 2017


